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Nov-Dec 1990 Editor-Frank Davis 
Assist - M. Felerski 


This issue... : 
Next meetings -- Dec, Jan and February 
(Club Swapfest in January!) 
Wanted or to Sell Ads 
Z88 Dealer Information-Macro Systems 
ISTUG PRESENTS NEWS YOU CAN USE by Mike Felerski 
Tasman Software Lives! by Mike Felerski 
A Pound Is A Pound... by-Mike Felerski 
Helpful Hints When Purchasing Abroad bv Mike Felerski 
Perfection and Perfection Plus bv Digital Precision - 
The QL news scoop of the vear! 
An Easy Wordsearch Program (2068) bv Basil Wentworth 
Mini Mechanical Affinity Catalog of Paul Holmgren and Frank 
Davis for Sinclair Computers 


TOST- UG MEETING 

No meeting for December, as has been customary. 

The January meeting will be on January 26th, 1:30 PM at the 
Eagledale Public Library. For those who need directions call 
Paul Holmgren at 317-291-6002 or Frank Davis at 317-473-8031. 
Besides having our first regular meeting of the year, the second 
part of the meeting will consist of a swapmeet. This means bring 
any hardware or software that you wish to sell, swap or donate 
to another user. If you have nothing to get rid of..then come to 
pick up something new or used from other members. 

The February meeting will be held at the Eagledale Public 
library at 1:30 PM on February 23rd. See you there! 
Paul and Frank will discuss their Journev North to Toronto and a 
visit to some members of the Sinclair Club there. 

Anvone who has not paid up their dues and has had the last 
two issues of the newsletter marked as past due has either been 
dropped from the mailing list as of this newsletter, or the last 
issue. Anyone renewing or subscribing for the first time, please 
make the check out to Frank Davis, as I handle the funds for the 
newsletter and tables for shows, etc. When the check is made out 
to ISTUG (as we do not have a separate club account) I have had 
some hassle from clerks when cashing them at the local bank. 


NOT ICE * 


CONTRARY TO ANY RUMOURS IN ANY OTHER NEWSLETTER, THE 
INDIANA GROUP HAS NO PLANS WHATSOEVER OF HAVING A SINCLAIR 
COMPUTER SHOW IN 1991. THIS IS FALSE INFORMATION. AT NO TIME 
HAVE WE STATED THAT WE WOULD. At the show in 1990 at Milwaukee, 
Paul Holmgren and Frank Davis stated that we would assist any 
other Midwestern group to put on a show, but that we do not 
ouselves have the time. The offer still stands. 


MACro Systems "Personal Assistant" 


Prices: 


2 pound computer Spec 


WANTED OR FOR SALE 


1) Programs for the TS100, TS1500 and TS2068, formerly offered 
by Games To Learn By, new or demo only. Price is $5 + POUR fOr 
shipping and handling. Send S.A.E: for list to Mark 2sYost,. P.O: 
Box 187, Canton, CT 06019 or call 203-693-6511. 

2) Wanted, customers needing repairs or mods to their Sinclairs! 
Business phone number as of 1991 is 417-469-4571 as the business 
has moved back to Cabool and left.St. Louis. Dan Elliott, Rt- 1, 
Box 117, Cabool, MO 65689. 

3) UPDATE COMPUTER SYSTEMS, large quarterly magazine supporting 
the TS2068, Spectrum, QL and Z88. Sample at first class mail is 
$4.95 (counts toward subscription price if you decide to 
subscribe) or $18.00 per year to: UPDATE COMPUTER SYSTEMS, P.O. 
BOX 1095, PERU, IN 46970. NO PRICE INCREASE IN 1991. 

4) Jerry Wheeler of 320 Elder St., Portland, IN 457357 15, has. a 
TS2068, TS2020, TS2040, programs, etc. for sale. All working 
fine; 

5) For Sale for QL: Integrated Accounts (3 mdv carts) for $40, 
Nucleon (2 mdv_carts) for $15, Speedscreen ROM -(1 mdv cart) for 
$30. Al Feng, 157- Wake -= Robin “Crt: Woodridge, LE 60517. 
708-971-0495. 

6) For Sale: TS1500, TS2040, 3 rolls 2040 paper, software and 
books. $140 or best offer to Brian. Fouts, 211 Emerson = Dr 
Seymour, IN 47274 or phone 812-522-8987. 

7) For Sale:) A 8 J 2000 Stringy Floppy for the TS2068, with 
MSCRIPT on cartridge, plus 3 blank cartridge wafers for $65.00 
which includes postage and handling. Frank Davis, 513 E. Main, 
Peru, IN 46970 or phone 317-473-8031. 
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[Í WSTUB PRESENTS The PLUS 'D' Disk Drive Interface 


HELIS YOU LAN USE 


F the Since lai Spectrum or Spectrum 
“Fnu lated Tiis with Buss Adaptor 


ANÉ weirs PALANI 


Compatibility is a wonderful thin 
He Tend to purchase disk interfaces 
based on performance, but also because they are compatible with the. 
interfaces our friends have or use. uite a bit of software is coming 
out of Great Britain as _ Spectrum Plus or Plus ’D’ compatible. The 8 
spec tous t ius 3 Roa" Beg trun gonputer whieh nos Ayo ta ant re en disk 
rive system an lè u on ose wi pè 5 ` AD 
pectrua Cor Spectrum emulated TS2068) computers, there is the Plus D 


| The Plus ’D’ disk I/F ie current ir available from Datel Electronics, and 
| their latest ad appears in the October issue of Sinclair User magazine. 
| Here are the Plus ’D’ system features: 


T interfa inc lude ti ab le for the IZO port on the 
buck of the Spec tran e Ore? THIS fe 4° SBEETRUN BUSS PRODUCT. TO MY 
KNOWLEDGE IT RIEL NOT WORK OFF OF THE BACK OF THE TS2Q68 puss. 
THEREFORE YOU MUST USE THIS PRODUCT WITH 4 “TWISTER” BOARD). 

The system works with 86 track Double Sided Double BENY 3 1/72 inch 
disket disk i.e. up to 16 


tes. It stores almost 8SOGOK of data per 
full size NMI programs per disk). 


find of course, a “Snap Shot’ CNMID button is provided to save those 
un-breakable programs and games. 


Plus ’D’ will work in 48K CTS2@68) or 128K C+1i28K, +2, +2A) modes. 


A "Screen Dump” feature allows the user to print out any screen to 
an Epson compatible printer. 


The Plus ’D’ system comes packaged 
disk drive for £129.99, or without 
track 5.25" or 3.5" drives> for £5 


in two ways: Hith a PEPP y. 5 
the drive Cit works with 40 or 80 


Make sure to ask for their colour 
pata logue and tell them where you 
heard about the product... 
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DATEL ELECTRONICS 
Govan Roan 
FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 


EENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT STH 2AS LAIH Sptpjrl epre JEA Es: lav WE 


CREDIT Carp QÒRDERS (VISA/ACGCESS) 
Cau 0782-7494707 (249 Hrs) 


TASMAN SOFTWARE LIVES! 


Hello, Hello, Whot’s all dis about here?? That's right Bruno, _Tasnman 
Software Ltd. is still producing and selling poograns for the Sinclair 


computers. Here is a list of what is being o ered: 

| HBK 128K +3 (Drsx) 

| TASCALC THE SPREADSHEET Mi” A x x 
TASPRINT THE Strvte HWRITER x x x 
TAS-SIGN THe SiGn MAKER NA A x x 
MASTERFILE PLus THREE THE DATABASE NA A N/ A x 
TAS-DIARY LUE THREE THE ELECTRONIC Diary MW a NY A x 
TASMAN PARALLEL PRINTER INTERFACE x x N/ APPLIC 
TASHORD THe Horno Processor ' x x x 


ALL OF THE +3 VERSIONS WORK FROM 
DISK. AN OPTIONAL SPELL CHECKER 
IS AVAILABLE FOR TaAswonpn +3. 

128K VERSIONS REQUIRE A SPECTRUM 
+128K, +2 on +24, HBSK VERSIONS 
WILL WORK WITH SPECTRUM EMULATED 


TS2068s. VISA/ACCESS ACCEPTED. 

PHONE ORDERS B532 438301. On 

WRITE THEM AT THE FOLLOWING Ke sure to ask for their 
ADDRESS (CLEFT)! EE brochure a specify 


d 
ectrum A8K/128K or +3 
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A POUND IS A POUND THE WORLD AROUND? 
(OR TS IT? 


BY: MIKE FELERSKI 


TiIiMEX,/SinClair and especially Spectrum emulated TSZQ68 owners are well 
aware that the Single greatest source for software and hardware is Great 
Brita ain. In case you have not kept up with the currency markets, then 
YOU aré in for a small shack. AS af the week of ZO-JUuiy-1998, the 
Eritish Pound (£) was warth $1.55. But as of the first week af 

November of 1998, the Pound had reached $1.97, a 27% increase! 

What hind of impact does this have an the North American Sinclair 

owner? Plenty! Let’s Loak at the Change in cast of the same items 

ables E Sa manaa E Mets Non YO ine Mee at daa Purchased from Great Britain in 

: . “u u : Jury 1990 SO ee E For 

: al instance, a 3 ideo igitizer 

i Mike's Great British “Wish List" || 15317258:53 fa Vis o nisit 

: s November costs #58. AM arcade same 
: a] for the Spectrum costing £5.99 or 

H ETEMI A e ee Mas: Nom: |J $9.25 in July went up to $11.60. 

: N 2 “| Now let's look at some of the 

: Genie Disassemb. $10.77 $13.69 |:| author’s own "Wish List" items from 
a a] Great Britain and their respective 
: Batman (gane) 11.24 14.28 || cost increase due to the strong 

. Ë aj Pound and the dropping Dollar (see 
: Datel Lightpen 27.78 31 .42 H| insert). 

: Plus ‘D’ Disk I/F 92.98 118.418 : 


HELPFULL HINTS WHES PURCHASING ABROAD 


There is no need to shy away from Purchasing hardware and softwar 
Products from Great Britain. Here aye just a few helpful hints t make 
mail ordering from England a little easier: 

o Pick up a nae of Sinclair User Magazine (available from Curry 
Computer, ox 5607, Glendale, A 85312-5607). The best sources 
Naa companies Who have large ads and advertise on a monthly 

assis. 

o Look for a company who accepts VisavAccess ar Mastercard i 
Barclaycard. This takes care of the whale exchange rate business, 
and the companies usually prefer it tand it speeds up the order). 

o Avoid having to send Cashier’s Checks ar Bank Notes, even if the 
checks or notes are for British ££. It works in North America, 
but Fluctuating currency markets and other nasties make it a 
method af payment to avoid. 

Q When sending a computer to England for repair and paying by credit 
card, make sure to state the highest price tin €s) you are willing 
to Pay for the repair. Make sure to tell the company to return 
the unit if the cost will exceed the amount specified. 

This is to avoid Paying an amount clase to ar equa to the cost 
of & brand new unit. Some repair companies even Oras 
Feconaitiornea units at substantial savings. 

Q In your "Order" letter, ask if the warranty is extended to 
compensate foe the extended shippingsmailing time. 

a Finally, make sure you know what you are ordering. It costs a 
Lot more and takes a Lot more work to return something if it is 
mot what you wanted, even if the company you are dealing with has 
a Liberal return policy. 
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AN EASY WORDSEARCH FROGRAM (20468) 
Basil Wentworth 


My daughter has interested her 4-year-old son in simple 
wordsearch programs--the kind where English words are buried in 
a jumble of nulls, and the solver is given the challenge of 
circling the hidden words with a pencil. Since he is just 
beginning to read, she limits the number of words, keeps them 
simple, and only has them appear in left-to-right order, 
eliminating the up-and-down, diagonal, and reverse presentations 
that appear in more complicated puzzles. 


The program permits two modes of solution: GO TO 15 gives a hard 
copy (assuming that a printer is connected, and printer driver 
software is in place), while GO TO 1 presents the -puzzle im a 
format that can be solved an the screen. 


In either case, Lines 110 through 190 are filled with 9 words 
that make up the puzzle. Each word is not more than 10 letters 
lang, which is a sensible limitation for 4-year-olds, anyway. 
These words are then listed at the top of the program, in the 
order in which they appear in the program. I didn't take the 
trouble to include a "wordwrap" facility, so some of the words 
may be split at the end of the line. 


A word in passing about the "PRINT #F" entry that appears here 
and there: you may remember that "PRINT #2" give a screen 
display, whereas "PRINT #3" gives hard copy. F is set equal to 2 
if the program is initiated at Line 1, and to š if entry is made 


at Line 15. 


The routine in Lines 1100 to 1160 rearranges the selected words 
in random order, while Lines 1300 to 1410 print the words at 
random positions in their respective lines, with padding letters 
(again randomly selected) filling out the lines, both before and 
after the plain-text word. 


If hard copy is selected (by GO TO 15) then the program stops at 
Line 1420, after a print-out has been generated. On the other 
hand, if the screen-solve mode is chosen (RUN or GO TO 1), then 
Lines 1500 to 5000 come into play as follows: 


A blinking curser (black square) is generated by Lines 1550 to 
1580. Lines 1560 and 1580 are do-nothing routines that keep the 
blink rate down to a comfortable value. Lines 1619 to 1640 make 
the position of the cusor move according to whether UNSHIFTED 
keys 5 to 8 are pressed. The program can be stopped by pressing 
MAN. gp hat. 


tF Ms (UNSHIFTED) is pressed, then a black square 15 
"deposited", and the cursor is moved along, so that words can be 
"crossed out", both in the puzzle and in the word list, as they 
are identified. Or unwanted “cross outs" can be erased by 
Passing over them again with "1" pressed. 


LISTING FOR WORDSEARCH 


10 
15 
BO 
SO 
sO 
100 
110 
120 
130 
140 
150 
160 
170 
180 
190 
1000 
1010 
1020 
1030 
1040 
1100 
1110 
1120 
1130 
1140 
1150 
1160 
1170 
1200 
1210 
1220 
1230 
1240 
1250 
1260 
1270 
1300 
1310 
1320 
1330 
A540 
1350 
1360 
1270 
1380 
1590 
1400 
1410 
1420 


LET Fair GO TO 20 

LET PHS 

OVER © 

CLS 

GO TO 1000 

REM WORD CHOICES--USE 9 WORDS, 
LET AS="BASIL": RETURN 

LET A$=" CAROLYN": RETURN 
LET AS="FATHER": RETURN 
LET At=" HENDERSON": RETURN 
LET A$=" JENNIFER": RETURN 
LET A$=" JOCELYN": RETURN 
LET A$=" JOHN": RETURN 

LET Af$="JOSEFH": RETURN 
LET A$=" MOTHER": RETURN 
REM FRINT WORD LIST 

FOR F=1 TO 9 

GO SUB (1004+10#F) 

PRINT #P;A$;" "5 

NEXT F 

REM SCRAMBLE ORDER 

LET Be="" 

LET A$="012345678" 

LET A=1+INT (RND#LEN A$) 
LET B#=BS+A¢ (A) 

LET AS=AS( TO A—-1)+A$(A+1 TO ) 
IF AS<>"" THEN GO TO 1130 
FRINT #F 


REM DEVELOP MATRIX 
FOR F=1 TO 9 

GO SUE (110+10#VAL B$(F)) 
LET C#="" 

FOR G=1 TO LEN A$ 

LET C#=C$+As(G)+" " 

NEXT G 

PRINT #P 

REM DEVELOF PADDING 

LET L=16-LEN C$/2 

LET S=RND#L 
FOR G=1 TO S 
PRINT #P; CHRS$ 
NEXT G 

PRINT #P;C$; 
FOR G=1 TO L-S 
PRINT #F; CHR$ (65+RND#25)3" ou; 
NEXT G 

PRINT #F 

NEXT F 
IF F== 


(65+RND¥25) 31 "5 


THEN PRINT FRINT : 


EACH ONE 


560 
15350 
1540 
1550 
1560 
1570 
1580 
1600 
1610 
1620 
1650 
1640 
1650 
1660 
1670 
1680 
1690 
SOOO 
8999 
9000 
9010 
. 9020 
9030 
9040 
9899 


STOF 


NOT LONGER THAN 10 CHARACTERS 


REM SOLVE 
USER 1 
LET H=O: LET V=0 


PRINT AT V,H;CHR$ 143 
FOR F=i TO 7: NEXT F 
PRINT AT V,H;CHR® 143 
FOR F=1 TO 7: NEXT F 
LET P=CODE INKEY$ 


IF F=S6 THEN LET H=H+1Ix(H:X1) 
IF P=SI THEN LET H=H-1*(H>0O) 
IF F=54 THEN LET VevV+i#(V«x21) 
IF P=S5 THEN LET Vev-ix(vV:0) 
IF P=65 OR F=97 THEN STOF 
IF P<>49 THEN GO TO 1550 


FRINT AT V,H;CHR$ 143 
IF H“Z2 THEN LET H=H+1 
IF H=31 THEN LET H=0: 
GO TO 1550 


LET V=V+1 


STOP 

REM SAVE 

SAVE "WRDSRCH" LINE 1 
BEEP .3,12: BEEP 1,12 
VERIFY "WRDSRCH" 

BEEP 3, izi BEEP? 1,12 
STOP 


MINI MECHANICAL AFFINITY CATALOG 


FALL SPECIALS FROM -MECHANICAL AFFINITY, 513 EAST MAIN ST., 
PERU, IN 46970. CALL 317-473-8031 TO INQUIRE ABOUT AN ITEM, OR 
TO ASK THAT AN ITEM BE HELD FOR YOUR CHECK TO ARRIVE. ABOUT HALF 
OF THE ITEMS ARE ONE ONLY. ASK FOR FRANK OR CAROL. OR CALL 
317-291-6002 AND ASK FOR PAUL. ITEMS WILL BE HELD FOR TEN 
CALENDAR DAYS FOR YOUR CHECK OR MONEY ORDER. 


PROGRAMS FOR THE QL 


WE HAVE FAR TOO MANY TO LIST HERE SO PLEASE SEND A LARGE SELF 
ADDRESS ENVELOPE WITH POSTAGE AFFIXED AND WE WILL SEND YOU A 
LIST OF WHAT WE HAVE AVAILABLE OR CAN GET FOR YOU. 


BOOK 
QL TECHNICAL GUIDE ` 15 
SERVICES and PARTS 


QL Internal ROM board- this allows you to put your favorite 
ROM version (JM, JS, JSU, MGUS, MGUK, etc.) on an eprom. 
This will lower power consumption by the QL by about 20% 
& drop the internal heat by close to 50 degrees fahrenheit. 
There is also room on the eprom for us to include one of 
the following programs if you are an owner of one of them: 


ICE, QFLASH, TKII, SPEED SCREEN. Brd & eprom $40 -- 
Board alone $15 -- Custom eprom alone $25. 
Internal battery backed clock for QL, uses lithium battery, so 


should be good for far longer than ordinary batteries. This 
plugs in where the 8032 goes, and the 6032 is then 
installed in it. $20 for brd & instructions, or $26 if 
we install. 


Replacement or backup power supply for the QL, no serious user 
should be without one (personal opinion). $15 


QL case, contains keys and bare motherboard, no microdrives. Can 
be used to replace bad case, keytops, or bad motherboard, 
or even as a start on building your own spare QL. $20 

Keytops for QL $7.50 

Micro Drive Cartridges $5 each, till supply improves. 

MDV labels 3 sheets for $1.25 

SYNCWARE NEWS Vol. 1 $8 

TS2068 dock eprom boards, bare $10.00 

Tom Bents Improved 8K TS1000 ROM $10.00 


Disk Drives, both 3 1/2 and 5 1/4 inquire as to special prices 


Improved Spectrum ROMs on eprom $10.00 


I, S. T. U. G. 
515 EAST MAIN STREET 
PERU, IN 4697@ 


Address correction requested: 


D On lam bert 
Been Ki blingeir Place 


Auburn, TN 446704 


ISTUG is a not for profit, educational organization dedicated to 
helping users of Timex, Sinclair and Cambridge computers. We 
offer a hardcopy and software library for our membership along 
with technical assistance and monthly meetings (usually the last 
Saturday of the month at 1:30 P.M.). Full membership is 
available at $12 per year and newsletter only subscriptions at 
$9 per year. Send all inquiries, along with SASE, to ISTUG, 513 
E. Main St., Peru, IN, 46970. 


NNI 


